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Retractions trigger lawsuit
over a damaged reputation

Abegal beatthe Ias broken out over two
retracted plant-blology papers.

I aawsit filed on 26 Augast,
Meena Charndol of the University ol
Marylandd, Baltinore, alleges that her
former pastdoctoral supervisarand
co-author damaged her scientific
repustation by retracting the papers withoot
Ther comsent. The papers apspearned in 2003
v 200K i Cell (ML T Clsandol ef al.
el l]3,-l69—-m'km3]nndh1mﬁngj
afthve Nativaral Acadewy of Sciences
[ML R, Chandol et . Prov. Nat] Acad
Sci, USA 101, B239-8244; 2004), They
comcerned nitricoxide, 8 chemical that is
Increasingly hetng recognioed as 2 major
sigralling molecale.

Chandolds former supervisor, Danicl
Klesig of Comell University in lthaca,
ewe Vork, made the retractions labe last
antumn with his nther co-authors,
saying they were not able to replicate
soune af the key data, Press reports also
state tlat Klessig and Clandak had
alisagreed cver Tosw long she wonld work
in his laboratory. A date for the bearing has
not heen set.

High hopes CrynSat launched en B Octabes, but
Tl it tha Aretic Ociin sharily aftes,

Crashed polar satellite
could fly again, says ESA

The European Space Agency (ESA) hopes
1o rebuild CryoSat, its crashed Earth
nhservation mission. A new lanmch of the
satellite, which would monitar changesin
thee thicknessof the polar ice sheets, conbd
Eakie: place by 20008,

crashed into the Arctie Ocean
shortly after lannchatop a corvertod Bussian
misileon B October. It was intended to be
the first project in ESAs Earth Explorer

programime, a serics of sutellites designed to
collect dataon global environmental isses.

Building and lannchinga ‘done’ of the
crashed satellite conld cost hess than the
€136 million (US$164 milliain) spent on
the origiral mission, says Volker Liehig,
director of ESA's Earth aheervation
e ‘Whether a rebuilt sutellite
wnalel 1zse the same Rasssian lnancher

on the results of an inguiry inkn

Cryobal's lnss, he adds.

Radical moves proposed to
help US keep its global edge

A report from the US National Acadenies
recomimends & shew of messures to ensure
that the United States renains a leader in

global reseanch.

With sclentific oastput from Aska
baaming, theagency wants the federal
government o respond by spending
anextra 10 hillion a year on echacation
anud research. Su ted schemes
inclade 1% annnal funding increases
in hasic research in the physical sciences,
engineering, naths and information
schenoes for e nest seven years; a new
agency for energy rescarch; and w.one-year
visa extension for internaticnal researchers,
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X g
whin would receive antomatic wark permits honster {zee Nature 437, 14; 2005),
if thery fraunel a job. Engincers sighed with relief ns
The repart, which was requested by “everything went as planned”, says Keiichi
Congress, lists many examples where Hiraka, the experiment’s leader at the Japan
the United States is falling belainad other Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA).
comtries, [n US schools, for example, only T test tliree vearsago, the plane separated
A1% el eighth-graders (13- 1d-year-obds) in fromm s rocket booster and crashed. JAXA
lmhaduujuhu:hzrnlmlmlh:innd adms o commercial ize asupersonic jet
in maths, compared with an average of capable of carrying, 36 passengers by 2025,
71% internationally. Alsa, China prosnced
e than G0KLIHKD engineers last vear, L= P A Corrertions .
whereas the United States produced Phil Wilks has signalied a fresh course for the In the Mews story “Japan jumps towards
ol 70,000, Ukpa yschence committee. Eiecssrmieed eh v (abues AT, 796, 20015,
P} tha fiticn e Erinaghiensidis, drigs that
# wwwnaticaalacademies.org : can causssar damage inpeople with 2 cerain
4 smtmmhhuﬂ.mmhﬂm on ‘peneie mutation, was wrngh atributed to the
matters such as e e (ﬁlll’ﬂrdn.eir'rﬂ'kfh Bt h i candidatin for
UK Sﬂ!ﬂupillﬂl hrms Tluﬂwnmillaehusalmalprﬂad;dm Japan's efforis o create persenalzed medicne
evidence for policies study the technology that could be used to. | == deseribed o thearsile Nature ishes o
captureand store grocnhouse-gas emissions | 9
Britain's key parl e itary sohence Fratnt e statlons. Contranytn astatementim the Ediarial
comviititte: ook set to adopt a different ‘hml?;lsnmnrlﬁ':ﬁ‘ m«\ﬁ-m1 20050,
v wricler its mesw leader, Lilseral there i naevdencethat bueshar been kst asa
Democrat Phil Willis. Japan launches plans for resut of the sigeificant dip i tase-up i et of
Willis, who ok eever on 20 July, says rso - h‘m the triple vattine bor mesdes, munps and nibella
hie wantts the Hiomse of Commaons Select Suj mclat ' Clarifi
Committee on Science and Technolngy Japan toak a small step fowards developing CliFisrnits-baied Bic- Rind s méites o 1
to Dok hearder at evidence used by the @ next-generation supersonic plane predies and sl tarmal e yeler pradusts. The
gervernimient when setting policy. The wiben an unmanned jet alreraft flew for courtinjunction reparted in 50 R spat benadens
11-strong paned will discuss possihle topics 15 mmbmabes af bwdoe the speed of sound on out” {Malure 437, 317, 20051 applies anly to the
et mnnth, bt Wallis says he waould lile 10 Cetaber aver Woomera in Australia. salecof the products ofits cubsldiary, Wi Receaech,
to investigate issues such as whether the The Hight was powered by a rocket (within the Uinited States.
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